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ABANDONED el polute
WELLS

siraca. ground wate
Plugging of oil and gas
wells a $76 million habfhty

and mineral deposits
0 ver the last 100 years more than 125,000
ail and ratisral Bk wells have besn drilled
throughour West Virginia. Mary of these
wills are no longer active and have not been
plugged, or have been imgropery plugged.
C_-a"m._-th-:l:r I:h:}' present a signifil:.qnt
enviranmental and safery threar
In 193%, the state of Waest Virginta began

—_—

ﬂ. Leakage arowund the
surface of ail, natural
gas. or mlosater can
contemanate soils and
local water sources.

Ground water

ifers cam be
Tfiltrated. Matural
gas that migrates into

I requiring permics for the drilling of cil and natural e —— i

gas wells, The Office of Ol and Gas has Abandoned wels are both hidden and i L hIJI'IdﬂWMFE water

regulatory authority in this area and maintins a have pipe sticking out of the grovnd { H : :pm darger. T
database of wells permitted since that tme. From A i S
this database, approximacely 10,000 wells are i e e (e S
identified as Fna.ﬁtg na pn:-d::u:l:iqn reported. By WG'ES well 74 _5 Ellaul.lhl:l WATER
state |aw, abandoned wells are those that are out survey results pdo . (@ Wells can pase a
of production far a period of |2 conecutive Bl of the I physical impediment
months and have no fuure wse. it e e 3 mining operations

To address those wells drilled prior ta 1925, 35,000 WE_H: identified i b or be a safety hazard

the Office of Oil and Gas embarked on a project, in the project F 1 to miners from

rvtural gas penetrating
the coal s=am.

for identification purposes, with the Weit
Virginia Gecdogic and Economic burvey
(WWYGES). Through this project, approxirmately
15,000 wells were invenwzried, through file
research, as having an unknown status, The

Cdfice has further defined the wells in the

survey through field inspections. Results 45% West virgjl'liﬂli
of the survey (detailed in the pie charm) s aban

show that 26 percent, or about %, 100 'I:'ii . :. doned wells
weells, should be classified as abandoned. g

The cost of plugging abandaned wellg,
where no responsible party can be located,
becormes the state's responsibility, These
wells are categorized, based on their
ervironmental and safecy risk, into three classes.
Srare law requires the plugging of Class | [most
risky) weells firse. The number of Clags | wesls
within the to@l 19,100 abandoned wells
mentioned above, is unknown. i a reasonable
estimate of 30 percent of these walls are Class 1,
the state is facing a liability in excess of $76
millizn, for this class, based om an average
plugging cost of $20.0000 per well
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For more information contact:

Pchee
WVDEP- Dffice of Oil and Gas s the B .001- 1,600
Ahandoned Well Program number B Over 1,600
-507
(304 358-4075 H"h":d'“‘: Hﬂﬂ
West Virginia Departrment of Envirenmental Protection * 1356 Hansford St. + Chadeston, YWV 15301 = 304-558-4153

——
Printed ow reqpoled paper Graphics and Design by Wi, Pitger » Coppright © | 995 by PiczaGraphics « All Raghas Reserved + e-rmaik: bill@piteographics.com




